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The Living Connections
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Nothing in the
landscape exists alone.
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CYPRUS BEE ORCHID
Ophrys kotschyi

OPX1E H KOTXXYH
MeAiloooUt

A master of disguise and connection.
Its patterned lip mimics a female bee,
inviting pollinators into a dance
that sustains both orchid and insect.
Life depends on relationships

we may never see.
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JANUARY
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H AOYIINIZH
Awakening

AvTO TIOL PaivETAL CAV £VAG
XEWLWVIATIKOG, KOLULOUEVOS TOTIOG,
£xeL NON apyxioet va Eumva KATw
amd ta oo pHag.

O1 pecoyelakég opytogeg mepvouv
HEYAAO HEPOG TNG (WNG TOVG
ATAPATNPNTEG, KATW ATIO TN Y.

Ot xelpwvidtikes Bpoxég agumvifouy
TO TOTIIO KA TA TIPWTA GUAAQ
guaviCovrat kat akoAovbovv

Ta Gvon.

e

What looks like a sleeping landscape
is already waking beneath our feet.

Mediterranean orchids spend much of their

lives inconspicuously underground. Winter rain
awakens the landscape and leaves begin appearing
before many flowers.

Don’t wait for the flower before you start looking.
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OEBPOYAPIOXZ

SYRIAN ORCHID

Anacamptis syriaca
2YPIAKH OPXIAEA

Delicate yet striking, its pink and
white flowers rise above the spring

landscape, bringing colour to
the hillsides.

The Syrian Orchid is part of
Cyprus’s remarkable orchid
diversity — a quiet expression
of the island’s wild beauty.
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OEBPOYAPIOX
FEBRUARY

OI I[TPQTEXY OPXIAEX
The First Orchids

ITapovatalovpie Tig 0pxtdEeg
Tov yévoug Ophrys —
TIG e&APETIKEG 0PYLOEEC-UEAIOTES.

Optopéveg kumplakég opytdéeg

Tov Yévouvg Ophrys apyiCovv

va avBiovv Tov Pefpovdpto.

[a mapadetypa, n evpéwg
eamAwpévn opdda Ophrys lutea
avOiCel mepimov PePpovdplo-AmpiAio,
EVM OPLOPEVA TIP@LUA €101 HTTOPOVY
va Eextvijoovy va avBifovv

aKoun vopitepa.

%
Introduce Ophrys —
the extraordinary bee orchids.

Some Cypriot Ophrys begin flowering

during February. For example, the widespread
Ophrys lutea group flowers approximately
February-April, while some early species

can begin even sooner.
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MAPTIOZ
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NEOTINEA MACULATA

Dense-flowered Orchid
NEOTINEA H XTIKTH

A charming and delicate orchid
with many small, closely packed

flowers. Common in Cyprus,

it is a beautiful part of our island’s
natural heritage, flowering

in spring.
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MAPTIOX
MARCH

@
H TEXNEEHY EEATATHY Y
Deception

[ToAAég opx1déeg Tov yévoug Ophrys
pipovvTal ta OnAvkd évropa

otnv 6Yn kot 0T0 dpwpa,
TIPOCEAKVOVTAG TA APTEVIKA EVIOHA
IOV, XWPI§ va To avTidapfdvovral,
petag@épovy yopn and avlog oe dvbog.

AvBiler otnv Kompo mepimov
Defpovapro—Ampilio kot amoteAel
éva 1dlaitepa oNpAvTIKO KUTIPLaKo
€idog opy1déag.

AvT0 mov yia guag eivat opoppid
yia €va €vtouo gival emikovwvia.
49
L1
Many Ophrys orchids imitate female
insects through appearance and scent,

attracting male insects that inadvertently
carry pollen from flower to flower.

It flowers in Cyprus around February—April
and is a particularly important Cypriot orchid.

What looks like beauty to us is
communication to an insect.




APRIL 2027

AITPIAIOXZ
—_— .*, —_—

LAX-FLOWERED ORCHID
Anacamptis laxiflora
ANAKAMIITIE AAEIPAQPA

Delicate and elegant, with
loosey hanging flowers.
A reminder that beauty comes

in many forms, each perfectly
adapted to its place.
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AIIPIAIOX
APRIL
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H METAAH ANOGO®OPIA
The Great Flowering

I \[
"Q\‘K Tov Ampilio, apkeTéC KUTTPLAKES

opddeg opyrdéwv avBilovv
tavtoypova: Ophrys, Orchis,
Anacamptis ko Serapias
UTTOPOVV OAEG VA £XOVV €10M
nov avBilovv yOpw amd
avti TV mepiodo.

avp
/ )

April is when several Cypriot orchid
groups overlap in flower: Ophrys,
Orchis, Anacamptis and Serapias can
all have species flowering around
this period.

An orchid never lives alone.

Around it is a community of grasses,
herbs, insects, fungi, trees and
countless organisms we may

never notice.




MAY 2027
MAIOX
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SERAPIAS ORCHID
Serapias vomeracea

2EPAIIIAX

Earthy and understated,

it rises with quiet strength

in the spring grasslands.

A hidden treasure of

our landscapes, it reminds us
that beauty often speaks

in whispers.

WED THU
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MAY
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TA TEAEYTAIA ANOH
The Last Flowers

H Anacamptis pyramidalis

avBicel mepimov Mdaptio-Mdato
otnv Kompo, eva ot Orchis italica
Kot Serapias bergonii emiong
ovveyxifovv va avBifovv

péxpt tov Mduo.

afp
%

Anacamptis pyramidalis flowers
approximately March—-May in Cyprus,
while Orchis italica and Serapias
bergonii also extend into May.

H avoi&n apxiler va vmoxwpet.

H opx1déa mepvda oto emdpevo otddlo
¢ (wng G To dvBog xdvetat.

H 1otopia ovveyiletar.

Spring is beginning to disappear.

The orchid is moving into the next stage
of its life. The flower disappears.

The story continues.
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PYRAMIDAL ORCHID
Anacamptis pyramidalis
OPXIAEA H ITYPAMOEIAHSY

A beautiful and elegant orchid
with densely packed flowers that
form a pyramidal spike. The flowers
range from pale pink to deeper rose,
and open progressively from the
base upwards. A familiar sight in
Cyprus’ grasslands and open
woodland, it is a symbol of the
island’s spring beauty.
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IOYNIOXZ

JUNE
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2ITOPOI XTON ANEMO
Seeds in the Wind

Ot omtépot Twv opxdéwv eivat
eEAPETIKA LIKPOOKOTILKOL Katt
TEPLEXOVY TTOAV Alya amobépata
tpoenG. H emPiwon tovg e€aptdran
amod OXEOELG HE CUYKEKPLUEVOUG
HOKNTEG OTO £8aPOG.

Orchid seeds are extraordinarily
tiny and contain very little stored
food. Their survival depends upon

relationships with particular fungi
in the soil.

Before the orchid can flower,
a hidden relationship must begin.

Tiny orchid seeds depend on
microscopic fungal threads in the soil
to help them germinate and begin life.
What we admire above ground begins
with a connection we cannot see below.
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OPHRYS SINTENISII
Ophrys sintenisii

modern accepted name:

Ophrys sphegodes subsp. taurica
MEAIZX20YI

A member of the remarkable
Ophrys group of bee orchids.
These orchids imitate insects
in appearance and scent to attract

particular pollinators. Several closely
related Ophrys occur in Cyprus and
can be extremely difficult to

distinguish from photographs alone.
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TO EHPO TOIIIO
The Dry Landscape

[To¥ éxovv mdet ot opxidéeg;
Bpiokovtat og ABapyo.
O AnBapyog Sev eivan Bdvatog.

Ta pecoyelaxd guta €éxouvv
eEeAiel EAPETIKOVG TPOTIOVG
Vat ETUPLOVOLV TOUG [IVES

MG (¢otng kot TG Enpaociag.
To &npod Tomio, 660 OKANPO

KL av @aivetat, eivat yepdto (i
Kat avOekTikodTn T

L

Where have the orchids gone?
They are dormant.
Dormancy is not death.

Mediterranean plants have evolved
extraordinary ways of surviving
months of heat and drought.

The dry landscape, as harsh as it looks,
is full of life and resilience.




AUGUST 2027
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YELLOW BEE ORCHID

Ophrys lutea subsp. galilaea
KITPINO MEAIZ>0OY]I
ODPPYZ H KITPINH
vrtoeidog H TAAIAAIA

Cleverly disguised and
wonderfully unique, it mimics
the bee to ensure its future.
Beneath the surface, fine fungal
threads connect with the roots,
nourishing the orchid from

the earliest stages of life.

In nature, every detail

has a purpose.

Every orchid begins with

an invisible connection.

WED THU FRI
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AYTOYXZTOX

AUGUST

L
TO TOINO THE 9QTIAY
Firescape

H @povtida tov aypotikov
TOTIiOV, 1) CLVTNPNON TWV
EepoMBrwv, n Staxeipion g
PAGoTONG KOu 1) EVepPYT Xprion
G yNg ovpPaArovv oe Eva
mo avOeKTIKO ToTTlO.

H mpootaoia Twv opyidéwy
dev Eekivd amod v opyLO€a.
ZeKvd amd v mpootacia
TOV TOTILOV TTOV TLG OTNPLLEL.

L

Caring for agricultural landscapes,
maintaining terraces, managing
vegetation and keeping land actively
used can contribute to a more
resilient landscape.

Protecting orchids does not begin
with the orchid. It begins with
protecting the landscape

that supports it.
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2EMTEMBPIOX
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MON
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NAKED MAN ORCHID

Ovrchis italica
OPXIXZ O ITAAIKOX

A striking tower of intricate
pink-purple blooms, appearing
across the Cypriot landscape
in spring. Its remarkable
flowers resemble tiny human
figures — one of nature’s most
distinctive and memorable
designs.

WED THU FRI SAT SUN
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H ITPQTH BPOXH
The First Rain

Metd to pakpv kaAokaipt,

ot mpwTeG Ppoxég apyifouvv
évav véo KUKAO.

To vepd eloxwpel 010 £50OG.
Ot omopot meppevouy.

Ot opyavicpoi Tov eddpovg
AVTATTOKpivovTal.

Ot avaPaBduideg ovykpatovv
T0 £8a¢OG Kt TO VEPO.

Kat n ¢wn Eexiva Eava.

a¥s
e

-~ >~ After the long summer,
the first rains begin another cycle.
Water enters the soil. Seeds wait.
Underground organisms respond.
The terraces hold soil and water.
And life starts again.

STONE & WATER — A HIDDEN JOURNEY

The stone does not simply receive the rain.
Water enters its pores, follows cracks and spaces,
and moves towards the soil and the life below.
What disappears from sight has not disappeared.
It has become part of the landscape.

Nothing stands alone.
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OKTQBPIOX

GIANT ORCHID

Himantoglossum robertianum
(syn. Barlia robertiana)

['ITANTIAIA OPXIAEA

A striking and robust orchid
of the Cypriot countryside.
Its tall flower spikes carry
many pinkish flowers with ' ™ ‘ ; .
purplish markings, rising & g W W A ﬁ f WL
above broad, glossy leaves. \Y/ ‘ '
A treasured part of our
island’s orchid heritage.
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OKTQBPIOX

OCTOBER
%
H EITIZTPO®H TOY [MTPAXINOY
The Return of Green

Metd ti¢ mpwteg @OVOTTWPLVES

Bpoxég, to tomio {wvtavedel Eava.

H yn npacwilel, ta utd EavaPractaivouy
Kol oL KaOAAEpyeleg yepiCouv Xpopa.

Or avaPaBuideg ovuykpatovv 1o £8agog
KOl T0 vePO, emrpénovrag otn (wn

VQ GUVEXLOTEL.

Avtog elvarl o KOKAoG TG Meooyelov:
Enpaoia, Bpoxn, avavéwaon.

Kau 1o tortio, 6tav 1o @povtilovpe,
AVTOITOKPIVETAL.

;zg.
After the first autumn rains,

the landscape comes alive again.

The land turns green, plants re-sprout,
and the fields fill with colour.

The terraces hold the soil and water,
allowing life to continue.

This is the Mediterranean cycle:
drought, rain, renewal.

And the landscape, when we care for it,
responds.
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NOEMBPIOXZ
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TONGUE ORCHID
Serapias sp.
ZEPAIIIAZ

Elegance in earthy tones,

it rises quietly from the soil
and opens with subtle beauty.
A rare treasure of Salamiou,
reminding us that even in
simplicity, nature’s artistry
leaves us in awe.

WED THU FRI
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NOEMBPIOX
NOVEMBER
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H AOPATH XYNEPTAXIA
The Invisible Partnership

Yridpyel pia oxeon peta&od
TWV ETHYELWV OPXIOEWV KAl
TWV HUKNTWV.
Tirmota og auto TO TOTTO
dev LTIAPYEL EVTEADG POVO TOU.
H opxidéa xperdletat pOKNTEG.
O emkoviaotg xperdleton avon.
To €dagog xperdletar mpootaoia.
H avafabpida xpeidletan tov toixo tg.
Kot o toiyog xperdletan avpwrmva
XEPLAL KA YVWOT).
Avto eivau to Terract.

a¥s

&

There is a relationship between
terrestrial orchids and fungi.
Nothing in this landscape exists
entirely by itself.

The orchid needs fungi.

The pollinator needs flowers.
The soil needs protection.

The terrace needs its wall.
A And the wall needs human hands
e R and knowledge.

' That is Terract.
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BEE ORCHID
Ophrys apifera
ODPPYZ MEAID®EPA

Beneath the flower lies
an unseen partnership.

Fine fungal threads enter

the orchid’s roots, helping
nourish a life that begins

from an almost weightless seed.

What blooms above ground

depends upon connections

hidden below.
Every orchid begins with

an invisible connection.

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
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DECEMBER
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Guardians

To péAAov avtoL Tov ToTiov
dev e€aptdTan povo

amo TNV TPOoTACLA OCWV

£8w PUTPWVOLV.

E&aptdtar and avBpwmrovg
mov pabaivouv va to BAEmovy,
Va TO KATAVOOLV,

va To povTifovy

KOl VO TTEPVOVY QUTI) TN VWO
OTLG EMOUEVES YEVIEG.

O IMavaywwtng, o Apybpng He TOUG
padnTég eivat ot UAAKEG AVTNG
TNG GUVEXELAG.

&

/) L2 P The future of this landscape
1 = does not depend only on protecting
~ .. what grows here.
It depends on people learning to see it,
understand it, care for it
and pass that knowledge on.

The Lykeum students, together
with Panayioti and Argiri,
are the guardians of this continuity.

Look closely. The terraces are alive.




BUILDING CULTURE,
SHAPING LANDSCAPES.

Amo he Stones,
Orchids Bloom

THE WILD ORCHIDS OF SALAMIOU
A CALENDAR FOR 2027

Salamiou’s terraced landscapes and ancient dry stone walls
are more than beautiful scenery — they are living landscapes.
These stones hold soil, water and life, creating rich habitats
where wild orchids and many other plants thrive.

This calendar celebrates the close connection between
people, place and nature. By valuing and protecting our
traditional landscapes, we help safeguard the wild orchids
of Salamiou for future generations.

A living landscape is built on relationships.
g P g /%

VASSILIKI PETROPOULOU PANAYIOTOU
FOUNDER, TERRACT
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A FINAL NOTE <%

Wild orchids are a precious part of Cyprus’s natural heritage.
Please admire and protect them. Do not pick or disturb them.
Let’s keep Salamiou beautiful for future generations.

Wild orchids near Salamiou, Cyprus
Photograph: Andri Kedariti




